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INTRODUCTION 

With this kit you can build a body of the Kässbohrer PistenBully 400 in scale 1:12. It will fit the 
Pistenking chassis 1:12 as well as the chassis of the Graupner/Kyosho PistenBully and the Kyosho 
Snow Blizzard.  

For building the model some basic knowledge in modeling is necessary. These instructions should be 
viewed as a guideline, which is giving the most important points for building the body. Of course it is 
up to the each modeler to apply changes or improvements. 

I strongly recommend to take advantage of the large amount of available pictures for reference (e.g. 
on www.snow-groomer.com) 

The kit is produced under license of the Kässbohrer Geländefahrzeug AG.  

  

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS NEEDED FOR ASSEMBLY 

 
These materials are not included, but can be obtained in any hobby store: 

 Glue: super glue (cyan acrylate), Pattex Repair Extreme or similar, also recommended plastic 
glue Ruderer L530 or equivalent 

 Paint: best results are obtained with an airbrush, alternatively spray cans can be used (be 
sure to use a spray can for modeling purposes). The PistenBully red matches RAL 3020 

 sanding paper 300/600 grain for preparing the PVC prior to painting 

 sanding paper 150 grain for plane grinding of the PU resin parts 

 aluminum wire (circular), 3 mm for mirror holders 

 brass wires (circular) 4 mm and 2 mm for the rails (fence) of the platform 

 Optional: LEDs + reflectors for lights 
 

 

INSTRUCTIONS SUMMARY 

For those who might get scared by the detailed instructions a brief summary is given here. The time 
for building the kit largely depends on how accurate one likes to build, and which details will be 
applied. Typically within one week (working in the evenings) the body can be finished. The largest time 
consumers are masking for painting and installation of the lights.  

 Cutting out the parts 

 Cutting out the vent openings in the side parts 

 Installation of lights (optional) 

 Assembly (gluing) of the body parts 

 Masking of the window areas, grinding of the areas to be painted with 600 grinding paper and 
applying red paint (spray can or air brush is recommended) 

 Masking and painting of the black areas 

 Installation of the rotating beacons 

 Applying the stickers 

 Installation of the cockpit  

 Bending of aluminum or brass wires (3 mm) for the mirrors, installation of the mirrors 

 Building the railing/fence of the platform out of brass wire (optional) 
  

http://www.snow-groomer.com/
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BUILDING THE DRIVER CABIN 

The parts for the driver cabin and the cockpit are to be cut out along the engraved lines. The pictures 
below show the cut body parts: 
 

  

  

  



Building Instructions PistenBully 400 – Body Kit   V 1.0 

Page 4 

  

  

 

It is recommended to install the head lights in the roof before gluing the parts together. The standard 5 
mm LED reflectors can be used. In order to have the light beam hit the ground at the right position in 
front of the snow cat the reflectors should be grinded at an angle of 15° at their front. The housing for 
the head lights should be painted black on their inside to prevent light from shining through.  
 

 
Pic: Installation of the head lights 
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The rotating beacons of Pistenking can be 
installed quite easily at their location. Drill a 5 mm 
hole in the center and fix them either with an M5-
nut or glue them in place (see picture to the right).  
 
If a reflector for the rearward lights will be 
installed, the thread base of the rotating beacon 
has to be shortened accordingly. Take care not to 
damage the wires. 
.  

 

 
 
Paint the sun roof from the inside with a transparent (non opaque) paint (grey), which is available at 
hobby stores to shade model car windows.  
 
Glue the parts together in the following order: 

1. Side parts are glued to the rear part; the sides are glued from the outside to the gluing area of 
the rear part. Preliminary install the roof and fix it with tape to ensure the proper angle of the 
side parts.  

2. Glue the roof to the side and rear parts, the roof overlaps all parts from the outside 
3. Now all the interior work should be done, like installation and wiring of the rear lights and the 

rotating beacons 
4. Glue the front in place, it attaches to the outside to the side parts and to the inside of the roof.  

Preliminary test fitting with tape 
 

Gluing areas at the upper rear corner 
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Gluing areas of the rear part 

 
Gluing areas of the front part 

 

Paint the A-pillar (between wind shield and door) and the door frame in satin black. The original 
windows are glued to the cabin, which can be nicely simulated by painting this area at the inside with 
black. 

  

The paint has to be applied from the outside, due to the gluing of the parts. Mask the window areas. 
Cover large areas with paper and only let a narrow stripe (about 5 mm) of the tape (Scotch Magic 
Tape) get in contact with the body. This will make the removing of the tape much easier. 

Don't forget to cover the sun roof and the openings for the lights (roof, front, sides).  
 

ATTENTION:  
Prior to painting it is absolutely necessary to prepare the surface with 600 grain sanding 
paper and degrease the surface with rubbing alcohol.  
 
If you want to add the cockpit interior later, it is recommended to first apply a light gray primer. 
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Pictures of a finished model with partly self made 
accessories 
 

 
 
 
Pictures of the original for reference: 
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ASSEMBLY OF THE COCKPIT  

Sand the seats with 600 grain sanding paper and paint the outside in flat dark gray and flat red as 
shown below. The backside is made from balsawood, which has to be fitted accordingly and glued into 
place. Paint it in dark gray. Bent a small piece of aluminum sheet and use it to glue seat cushion and 
back rest together.  

 
Painted seat 

 
Cover backside with balsa wood 

 
Assembly of seat parts with alu sheet 

 
Seat socket, has to be cut 

The seats are then glued to the seat sockets.  

The armrests for the driver seat are assembled of the resin parts. The bottom sides have to be grinded 

to a flat surface by moving them in a circular motion on a coarse grinding paper (150). Both parts are 

glued together with super glue. Attention: the super glue glues the PU-resin parts very quickly and 

strong. The arm rests are installed to the seats with aluminum parts (not supplied).  

In the same manner the front side of the computer screen is grinded to a flat surface. Apply the 

stickers. 

Note: the far right of the large circular dials is the for the pulling force of the winch and therefore only 

installed in the winch version PB 400 W. If no winch is installed a storage box is installed instead (see 

pictures of the original). 

The cockpit itself can be glued to a fitting aluminum sheet which is connected to the driver cabin:  
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Connecting the cockpit to the driver cabin 

 

Reference pictures of the original cockpit: 

Original Cockpit 
 

 
Finished cockpit with stickers in place 

Driver figures in 1:12 are available at doll house stores. Obviously you will not find a snow cat driver 
there, but a fitting doll is easily found and adapted to our needs. I bought mine in Salzburg (Austria) at 
Christine's Gifts, I chose the gardener (costing less than ú 10,-) and adapted him.  
Links to the stores can be found on www.at-modellbau.com 
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APPLYING THE STICKERS 

Apply the silver stickers as seen in the pictures further above.  

Apply the warning stickers as shown below:  
 

 

 

  

SOURCES FOR MATERIAL 

Hobby stores 
Conrad store or www.conrad.de 
Modulor Materials www.modulor.de: aluminum wire and pipes, rubber mats, plastic glue 
Veroma www.veroma-shop.de wipers 

Or do a web search for your country. 

 

VERSION HISTORY 

1.0 (5.1.10):  First version of the building instructions  

http://www.modulor.de/
http://www.veroma-shop.de/

